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Hille

Founded in 1906 by Salamon Hille, the Hille  
furniture company originally specialised in the 
manufacture of high-end reproduction furniture. 
Salamon’s daughter Ray Hille eventually took over 
and was joined by her daughter Rosamind and  
son-in-law Leslie Julius. Believing that the company’s 
future lay in modern design, they approached the 
young designer Robin Day in 1949 and worked 
closely with him to produce furniture which combined 
Hille’s traditional craftsmanship with a ground-
breaking Contemporary idiom. 

The dramatic success of the Polypropylene  
chair (1963) and its successors in bringing affordable 
modern design to millions worldwide took Hille in 
new directions.

Today Hille’s British design classics are still 
manufactured in the UK by a skilled and dedicated 
workforce in our factory in Ebbw Vale, South Wales, 
under the guidance of MD Brian Foster.
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Robin Day (1915 – 2010)

Robin Day was one of the most influential British 
furniture designers of the 20th century.

He was born in High Wycombe, the heart of the 
English furniture industry, and studied at the Royal 
College of Art in London. With Clive Latimer he  
won the 1948 International Competition for Low- 
cost Furniture at the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York, and as a result he was approached by 
the London furniture manufacturer Hille. Working 
closely with the Hille family, he designed cutting-
edge Contemporary furniture in moulded plywood 
as well as solid timber, and his designs for the Hille 
logo, artwork, brochures, exhibitions and showroom 
interiors helped to make the company a major  
name in modern furniture design. 

In 1963 Robin Day and Hille pioneered the use of  
the new plastic Polypropylene to produce the world’s 
first low-cost injection-moulded shell chair, and went 
on to lead the way in the use of plastics for elegant 
and innovative furniture design for both domestic  
and contract use.

Robin Day was appointed a Royal Designer for 
Industry in 1959 and awarded the OBE in 1983.  
In a career spanning nearly seven decades he 
produced a prolific and distinguished body of  
work which continues to contribute to the quality  
of people’s lives in homes, schools, theatres and  
other public spaces all over the world.  
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Polyside Chair

Robin Day is best-known for the Polypropylene 
chair he designed in 1963. Hille and Robin Day had 
seen the potential of Shell Chemical’s new plastic 
Polypropylene for making a low-cost injection-
moulded chair shell. In an era without CAD drawings 
or CGI, models and fibreglass prototypes were made 
by hand before the design was finalised and the 
huge sum of £6,000 invested in the moulding tool. 
The Polypropylene chair created by Robin Day and 
Hille was the world’s first mass-produced injection-
moulded shell chair and represented a major 
breakthrough in furniture design technology.

The shell was originally mounted on a stacking  
frame, but a number of different bases allowed  
it to be used for a variety of applications, from  
homes to airports to offices to sport stadia. Tens of 
millions of Polypropylene chairs have been produced 
over the last 50 years. In 2009 it was selected by  
Royal Mail to appear on a postage stamp as one  
of eight designs in a series celebrating ‘British  
Design Classics’. 



Armchair

Following on from the dramatic success of the 
Polyside Chair, Hille was able to invest in the 
tooling required to mould an armchair. Robin Day’s 
Polypropylene Armchair was launched in 1967. 
Lighter, more durable and more affordable than  
the fibreglass tub chairs on the market, its rolled 
edges ensure that the fixings are not visible from  
the front, and its generously wide seat makes it 
extremely comfortable.

The Armchair shell features  the same fixing points 
as the side chair, enabling it to be fitted to any of 
the bases Robin Day designed. The most popular 
version remains the original four-leg A-frame base.



Hille and The Robin and  
Lucienne Day Foundation

The historic relationship between Hille and the  
Day family was revived in 2015, when Hille began  
a collaboration with The Robin and Lucienne  
Day Foundation. 

The Foundation is a design education Charity 
(no.1147979) set up by Robin Day’s daughter  
Paula Day in 2012. It is dedicated to promoting 
public knowledge of and access to Robin and 
Lucienne Day’s design legacies, and providing 
resources for the study of design. The Foundation 
licenses and endorses only high-quality authentic 
productions of Robin and Lucienne Days’  
original designs.

Working closely with the Foundation, Hille has re-
launched the Polyside and Armchair in Robin Day’s 
distinguished original colours and with Robin Day’s 
elegant P5 side chair frame. No effort has been 
spared to achieve high-quality authentic detailing to 
the frames and close colour matches to examples  
of the early production. As a result these great British 
design classics return to the market with all the 
freshness and authority they had when they were  
first launched in the 1960s. 

Archive photo: Courtesy of Robin and Lucienne Day Foundation



Polyside Specifications

Shell colours:
Flame orange
Light grey
Charcoal

Frame finishes:
Matt black
Chromed

Dimensions:
Overall width 530 mm
Overall height 745mm
Seat height 440mm
Overall depth 505mm

Armchair Specifications

Shell colours:
Flame orange
Light grey
Charcoal

Frame finishes:
Matt black
Chromed

Dimensions:
Overall width 600mm
Overall height 770mm
Arm height 645mm
Overall depth 535mm
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CONTACT: 
Hille Educational Products Ltd
Unit 27, Rassau Industrial Estate
Ebbw Vale
Gwent
NP23 5SD

sales@hille.co.uk 
www.hille.co.uk
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